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Young Marshal might have wished to do, his troops
would have settled the matter by now. Chiang's life
was not worth a copper cash.

The first news caused widespread dismay through-
out China. This was certainly a tribute to Chiang
Kai-shek's reputation, if hardly a vote of confidence
in the Nanking Government. But in recent months
even those who were unsympathetic towards the
Generalissimo personally had come to regard him
as the "strong man" uniting China, the only possible
leader of the whole nation. Two things above all had
strengthened this view. The first was the peaceful
settlement of the rebellious movement in the South-
west that summer, led by the Kwangsi generals Li
Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hai. The second was the
common belief, after the autumn invasions in Suiyuan
had apparently infected Chinese diplomacy with a
new vigour, that at last the Nanking Government was
beginning a policy of active resistance to Japanese
aggression.
In the interval came two other events, one a most
happy omen, the other more disturbing.
On October 3Oth, after a certain amount of in-
decision about the date, the Generalissimo's fiftieth
birthday was celebrated with aerial honours. The
occasion was used for a great drive to strengthen
the nation's Air Force. Provincial Governments and
Chambers of Commerce vied with one another in pre-
senting "birthday planes" to the leader of the national
struggle against Japan. Much of the money was sub-
scribed all over the country by school children and the
very poor* We shall meet these planes again.